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Thought you might be interested in this bit of news. Pass it on!
Alan
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In this week's edition:
Amendment to Restrict Agent Orange Claims Fails
Pay Our Troops on Time
FRA Participates in Women Veterans Summit
FRA Education Foundation Announces 2011 Scholarship Recipients
Amendment to Restrict Agent Orange Claims Fails
FRA members rallied in opposition to an amendment offered this week during Senate debate on the Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill (H.R.1540). The amendment proposed a significant
change in the way presumptive Agent Orange-related disabilities are determined. Offered by Senator Tom
Coburn (Okla.), the amendment would have required Vietnam veterans to prove a "clausal relationship"
between Agent Orange exposure and one or more of the 15 presumptive illnesses that the VA now recognizes.
The proposal was tabled by a vote of 69-30 and readers can see how their senators voted on the amendment at
the FRA Action Center at www.fra.orgbyscrollingdowntoBillsofInterest.clicking Go, then scrolling down
to Key Votes. Or use the direct
link: http://www.capwiz.com/fra/issues/votesl?votenum= 114&chamber=S&congress= 1121&nbsp;
Thanks to the nearly 2,000 shipmates who sent e-mails to their senators on short notice in response to the FRA
Action Alert on this issue. These efforts paid off and helped halt further consideration of the amendment.
FRA continues to advocate for enactment of the "Agent Orange Equity Act" (H.R. 812), sponsored by Rep. Bob
Filner (Calif.), that would amend the VA's defmition of Vietnam service to include those veterans who served
off-shore. Many of these "Blue Water" veterans are not eligible to receive VA benefits for health problems
associated with Agent Orange exposure. Members are urged to use the Action Center (Direct
link: http://www.capwiz.com/fra/issues/alertl?alertid=32082506) to ask their elected officials to support this
initiative.
