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2011 Reunion Details_-  Branson MO. 
 
A Great New Year to all USS Walke shipmates, 
I’m writing to inform everybody of the details of this years’ reunion in 
Branson.   The dates are from October 16th through the 21st.  This is a 
beautiful time of year for this area and peak time for fall foliage.  It also 
is just prior to the beginning of the Christmas rates for hotels and shows 
making it a little more affordable.  And, in order to be even more 
affordable, the group activities were scaled back in order to offer more 
individual choice.  
 
Making all your reservations for the hotel and the activity package is so 
easy.  A website has been put together specifically for our reunion by 
Pam Brown of Gatherings Plus, our local contact in Branson.  Please go 
to:  http://www.reunionproregistration.com/usswalke.htm.  For those who 
do not use the internet, the information you need to make reservations 
and sign up for the reunion activity package is at the end of this letter. 
 
We will welcome everyone to the Branson Towers Hotel on October 16, 
2011 in the Hospitality Room just off the main foyer.  There will be a 
Welcome Aboard reception with assorted sandwiches, salads, veggie 
trays and desserts, along with the open bar for liquid refreshments.  
There, you will also receive your welcome packets and any last minute 
information for the reunion. 
 
Speaking of the Hospitality Room…we will have a silent auction in that 
room, so everyone bring an item for that.  Please keep in mind that some 
folks may be flying in and might have limited luggage space for items 
they want to bid on.  Also, we will need to collect donations for the bar 
refreshments and I have added a form to send to Richard for those 
contributions.  That form is at the end of the reservation information. 
 
�  Monday, we will board coaches to take a tour of Branson and other 

sites in the vicinity, and do a little shopping at Branson Landing.We 
will also eat lunch there.  Then, we will be off to see the Acrobats of 
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China and finish our day with dinner and show at Clay Cooper’s Theater, two of the best shows in 
Branson.  

 
�        Tuesday and Wednesday you’ll be able to take some time on your own to catch your choice of 
shows or attractions of your choice.  Pam has offered many shows at reduced pricing on the website and 
we highly recommend taking advantage of this opportunity.  One note about Wednesday morning…our 
annual business meeting will be held in the Hospitality Room at 9:00 a.m.  After that, you will have the 
remainder of the day on your own.  If you don’t feel like taking in a show, the hotel has a very nice pool 
area and maybe we can do a little BBQ on the patio. 
 
�        Thursday will find us boarding coaches to go the Veterans Museum, followed by lunch in Old 
Downtown Branson.  We will go back to the hotel to give people who want to change clothes for the 
evening activities.  At 3:00 p.m. we will be at the gazebo on the Branson Belle grounds for our memorial 
ceremony, followed by dinner and show on the Belle while we cruise Table Rock Lake.   
 
�        Friday, of course, will be departure day for everyone who is not staying in Branson. 
 
A note about the reunion activity package; I have asked Pam about variations for folks who want to make 
changes to the itinerary or attend only a portion of what is lined out for the group activities.  Pam 
respectfully asks that there be none as that is a huge undertaking and she just can’t do it.   
Collectively, Pam, Bob, and I put together something that will give everyone a chance to enjoy a variety of 
what Branson has to offer while trying to keep in mind limited individual funds.  Those of you who have 
been to Branson know that there is a huge variety of shows and attractions available.  So, we put in some 
“on your own” time to give everyone an opportunity to explore at their leisure.   
With that said, keep in mind the cost of transportation for Monday and Thursday is included in the package 
price (except tips for drivers and escorts) and the reduced admission costs for the shows/attractions that we 
are going to.  If Bob and I were to put this together without Pam’s assistance, the transportation costs alone 
would eat us up, not to mention the costs for entertainment.  The hotel costs, on the other hand, would not 
be different.   
 
The one caveat to all this is attendance to the memorial and dinner show on the Branson Belle.  It is our 
understanding that there may be people who only want to come for that particular event, and that is fine.  
We have a block of 120 seats for dinner and show on the Belle.  If the group totally fills those seats with 
reunion attendees, that will be awesome.  If we need additional seats, please let us know well in advance 
and we will do everything we can to make additional reservations.   Unfortunately, you may not be able to 
sit with the group.  
  
Now, for those without internet access, here is your information for making reservations.  Please keep in 
mind that you must make your own reservations for the hotel and, separately, for the activity package.  In 
addition, you need to make separate payment to Richard for the Hospitality Room and Travel Assistance 
contributions.  

 Host Hotel 
 Branson Towers, 236 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway, Branson Mo.  65616 

Call 800-683-1122 or  417-336-4500 for room reservations...be sure and mention you are with 
the USS Walke to get the special group rate of $62.95 for a double queen, $72.95 for single 

king, or $92.95 for king with Jacuzzi.  These prices do not include tax.  For additional 
persons in a room (over two) there will be a $5.00 per person charge per night.  Prices are 

good for 3 days before and 3 days after the reunion dates. 
Jeanie Walker is Director of Sales for the hotel. 
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   USS Walke DD723 Association 
 Branson, Missouri Reunion 

October 16-21, 2011 
(To be printed and mailed in to GATHERINGS PLUS....not to register online) 
Name: _________________________________________Spouse/Guest__________________ 

 
Address:_______________________City:____________________State:_________Zip:_____ 

 
Phone:________________________Email:__________________________________________ 

Years on Board WALKE: __________________________ 
REUNION ACTIVITY PACKAGE:  $224.00 per person (includes everything on itinerary) 
__________# of persons for full package x $224.00 p.p. = $______________  A 50% deposit is 
required by Aug. 16, 2011 with final payment due not later than Sept. 16, 2011   There will be a 10% 
cancellation fee if reservation is cancelled prior to Oct. 11, 2011.  Refunds after that date will be on a 
case by case basis.  Questions??? Call us at  
PAYMENT PLANS ARE AVAILABLE INTEREST FREE! 
MAIL REGISTRATION FORM TO AND CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
GATHERINGS PLUS 
P. O. Box 1023, Branson West, Mo.  65737     
 

Travel Information 
Branson is located within an easy days drive for over 2/3 of the United States popula-
tion.  Interstate 44 is about 45 minutes north of town and Interstate 40 at Little Rock is 
about a 3 1/2 hour drive to the south.  
Branson opened a new airport in May, 2009.    Air Trans, Frontier and Branson Air Express 
are all offering service to Branson.  For information on those airlines you can go to the 
website www.flybranson.com,   or by calling  417-334-7813.   
   
The Springfield/Branson Regional Airport (SGF) located in Springfield is served by the fol-
lowing airlines: American Airlines, Northwest Airlines, United Airlines and US Airways. 
Airport shuttle information can be obtained by calling Branson Coach at 800-841-2313. . 
Driving instructions to the hotel will be sent with the confirmation letter that will go out ap-
proximately thirty days prior to the reunion. 
 
PLEASE CUT THIS SECTION OUT AND SEND YOUR CHECK, MADE OUT TO THE USS WALKE ASSOCIA-
TION, FOR THE FOLLOWING:  
 
Name _________________________________ How many will be attending the reunion?  ___________ 
 
Hospitality Room Contribution __________________ 
  
Travel Assistance Contribution __________________ 
 
TO:       Richard Williamson 
           224 Paradise Drive 
             Little Chute, WI  54140 
 
If you would like to volunteer, please check the following: 
             Registration and check-in   ________ 
             Silent Auction   _________ 
             Hospitality Room   __________ 
             Other (specify)   ____________ 
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Finally, if you have questions, or whatever, please don’t hesitate to contact: 
 

Alan Fear                                                         Or:                                       Bob Wall 
240 State Highway 215                                                                             710 Pine St. 
Buffalo, MO  65622                                                                                    Richland, MO  65556 
417-234-3580 (cell)                                                                                    573-528-3602 (cell)                         
2staranchor.ret@gmail.com                                                                   besmorpapa@embarqmail.com                                                              
                                                                                               
Thanks and we look forward to having a great time with you in Branson! 
 

Itinerary  
Sunday, October 16 
Check into Branson Towers 
(3:00 p.m. is check in time) 
 Noon: 
Hospitality Room Open  
 
5:30 p.m. 
"WELCOME ABOARD"  
RECEPTION 
at  Hotel 
  
Monday, October 17 
Breakfast at Hotel 
 10:00 a.m.  AREA TOUR 
Shopping and Lunch on your own at Branson Landing 
3:00 p.m. THE ACROBATS OF CHINA 
6:00 p.m. THE CLAY COOPER DINNER AND SHOW 

  
Tuesday, October 18 
 Breakfast at Hotel 
Daytime free to enjoy the sights and sounds of Branson! 
Hospitality room open at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, October 19 
Breakfast at Hotel 
 
9:00 a.m. BUSINESS MEETING 
Afternoon and Evening Free 
Hospitality room open at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, October 20 
Breakfast at Hotel 
9:30 a.m. VETERANS MUSEUM Followed by lunch on your own in Old Downtown Branson 
HOTEL 
 
3:00 p.m. 
MEMORIAL SERVICE and 
THE SHOWBOAT BRANSON BELLE 
Dinner, Show and Cruise on Beautiful Table Rock Lake 
 
Friday, October 21 
Breakfast at Hotel 
Depart 
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 Deceased 
 
Hayes, Mac Riley      RMSN  1951-52  Oct. 3, 2010                     Letter from Pat 
 
Wright, Deforest J     DD 416   Died 25 October 2010 ,                Per David Holdsworth on guest book , Walke website 
 
Bretney, Douglas    LT 65-67     20 November 2010                     Per e-mail 12/12/2010         Deirdre Bretney ( wife) 
 
Hoops. John T        YNC 43-47     12 December 2010                   Per  Harvey  Bass   
 
Warrington, Dave   MM2  52-55      7 January  2011                     e-mail from Midge  
 
Crabb, Leonard       RD2  69-70      26  March 2006                       Wife, Joan called 1/24/11  
 
Buckwalter, Earl     Exec, Officer  (Lieut.)  45-47     8/7/08            Letter  from Christie Birkley 
   
Peters, LaVern      MM2 51-54        14 December 2010                   Letter from Delores Peters 
 
Martindale, Richard G, SK2  50-53    12 January 2010                    Letter from Dale Johnke 
 
Smith, Harry            SN 57-59                                                           Letter sent 1/18/11/ returned  2/2/11 marked Deceased 
 
Betzler, Bob          MEC  50-52                                                         Letter sent 1/18/11 returned 2/2/11  marked Deceased 
 
 
Spouses Dceased 
 
Millush, Jeanette                       6 May 2010     Wife of Alvin Millush  BMC 43-47          per Harvey Bass 
Nowatzki, Aida                         12/20/2010       Wife of  Richard  Nowatzki   BM1   50-51   per letter from Richard 1/26/2011   
Byrne, Jo Ann                            23 April 2010         Letter from Walter Wood, Jo Ann’s cousin   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address change 
 
Gattis Smith 
10 Robin Circle 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 
678-5866-3986 
e-mail:  
 
Albert G Bolton 
91oo Park St. 
Lenexa, KS 66215-3353              
 
George Convery 
PO Box 2603 
Cedar City, UT 84721 
 

Gary T. Cooper 
3159 N. Holiday Dr. 
Crystal River, FL  34428-7902 
 
  
Dale Johnke After 4/1/11 
2580 Lochbuie Cir. 
Love Land, CO 80538                 
 
Charles Cropp       Zip code  change  
69133      
 

Tom Wilberding 
1870 Costa Del Sol 
Pismo, CA 93449     
 
George Convery 
PO Box 2603 
Cedar City, UT 84721 
   
 
 
 
Changes continued on page 11…... 

 
Change address of Harry Launer  to 
311 Dutch Hill Road 
Warren PA 16365 
 
Harry had a stroke in Dec. 2010 , Now doing rehab in 
nursing home. For information about Harry  call Lisa or 
John at 814-723-8657 
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Dave Warrington 
 
July 12, 1934 to January 7 2011 
Submitted by Judy Henderson 
 
Dave Warrington died of a heart attack at age seventy-six 
on January 7, 2011. He was a native of Great Falls, Mon-
tana where he joined the Navy in 1951. After graduating 
from Great Lakes Illinois basic training, he served aboard 

the USS Walke as a boiler operator during the Korean War. He served three tours in the combat zone as 
part of Task Force 77. 
 
Following his service, he worked for the Great Falls Brewery and became the youngest 1st Class Boiler 
Engineer in Montana at that time. In 1968, he joined the Great Falls Police Department. He began as a 
court officer and then went to the detective division. Dave became the Chief of Detectives and retired 
from the department in 1997. 
 
Dave was a member of VFW Post 1087. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, golf, yard work and carpentry, es-
pecially helping his kids with their homes. Dave and his wife, Midge, were married for thirty-three 
years. They had a blended family of five children. All of them thought of Dave as their hero. Dave and 
Midge enjoyed travel, especially going to Navy Reunions where they were regular attendees. Dave was 
grateful for the opportunity to visit with those old and new Navy friends.  
 
Friends of Dave knew him to be a man of outstanding character who was devoted to his profession, 

family and friends. An online guest book for Dave brought trib-
utes from all over the country and one from Canada. Tributes 
came from judges, policemen, friends and shipmates. Midge says 
she received so many messages that told stories about Dave that 
were heartfelt, heroic and funny.  Dave will be missed at our re-
unions but his friends will remember his delightful stories, his 
friendship and his smile. We all hope that Midge will be attending 
the Walke Reunions. There are many good friends to welcome 
her. 
 
 
L-R: Groth, W. E.Walton, R.L.Wise, John Henderson, Dave War-
rington—Forward engine room crew 1952 

Dave Warrington, John Henderson,  Walt Holderman, Cook Earle 
Lifelong good friends from Walke’s Engine Room (Cook was in the boiler room) 
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STORIES 
 
Shore Patrol Duty in A Japanese Whorehouse 
 
The only time I was ever in a whorehouse was in 
Sasebo, Japan, when I was assigned to one as a 
Shore Patrol petty officer to keep the peace. 
             
It was during the Korean War in February 1951; 
my ship, USS Walke (DD–723), was anchored in 
the bay near the naval base. We were between 
attacks on North Korea and in port to replenish 
ammunition and food. As usual, sailors from all 
the ships in harbor had liberty, and as usual, every 
ship whose crews had liberty had to provide petty 
officers for Shore Patrol.  
             
As a Petty Officer 2/c, I was selected. SPs wore 
dress blues—it was winter—complete with 
ribbons, a duty belt, and an SP brassard around 
our right arm, and carried a billy. 
             
When we reported to the Lieutenant in charge, we 
had no choice of duty; we were assigned. I was 
sent to the whorehouse. At least, it was inside 
work and warm; some SPs had to patrol the 
streets and the bars along the waterfront, cold 
duty. 
             
My duty station was in the lobby, a large circular 
room that housed tables, chairs, and a bar that 
served all kinds of alcoholic drinks. The women’s 
rooms were along the periphery and opened into 
the lobby. 
             
We didn’t have the number system then, so I 
don’t know how the men or the women kept track 
of who was next. No matter, my job was to make 
myself visible, to stroll through the lobby and 
near the bar to make the sailors, soldiers, and 
Marines aware of my presence. 
             
The evening went quietly. Then, just before 
midnight, I heard louder voices and noticed a 
crowd of soldiers, sailors, and Marines near the 
bar. I elbowed my way into the crowd, saying, 
“Shore Patrol; give way.”  
             
In the center of the crowd, I found two sailors on 
the floor, throwing punches at each other, though 

 

not very well because they were both too drunk 
to be effective. 
            
I said, “Shore Patrol,” and grabbed the one on 
top and pulled them apart. That ended the fight. 
            
I looked at the sailor on the floor and started. He 
was my college classmate. With bleary eyes, he 
tried to focus on me. When he recognized who I 
was, he became alert and said, “Are you going to 
tell my Mother where you found me?”“If you 
behave yourself,” I said, “I won’t.” 

 
He behaved himself, but I had to keep 

reminding him that I was on duty, and that he 
should let me alone. The rest of the evening was 
uneventful. 
            
At 2 A.M., the bar and whorehouse closed, and 
my SP duty ended, so I returned to the SP office 
to check out for the night and return to my ship.   
 
Douglas Perret Starr SOG2, 1950–1951 
 
Bald Liberty 
 
 I served the USS Walke from 1964 until 1968 as 
a Fire Control Tech.  Made three cruises on her 
and am glad to say I sailed with the best.  Seems 
funny after awhile you sort of get attached to a 
ship and hate to see her go.  I loved serving on 
Walke on The Wild Side.  Commander Thomp-
son always had our theme song played when we 
pulled along side for more fuel, or ammo, or 
food.  My best story was when the ship had a fire 
as we were leaving for WestPac on my second 
cruise.  My buddy and I, Jeff Davis, decided to 
have all our hair cut off for the start of the cruise.  
The fire forced us back to the ship yard to repaint 
the engine room and there we were getting lib-
erty with no hair for about three weeks.  Then we 
had to run like hell to catch up with the rest of 
the squad,  just made stops long enough for fuel 
and food, and back out to sea.  She was a great 
ship and I still love her, and talk proud about 
serving on her.  I live in Missouri so I think I'll 
try to get down to Branson for the next reunion.  
Keep up the good work. 
  
Jim Carver 
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Letters 
 
 My name is Louis Solomon, President of  Life 
Echoes, a family legacy book publishing company. 
It is a service tailored to the needs of people 
(usually senior citizens) who want to record stories 
from their life to pass along to future generations.    
  
 During my 45 years as a military technology con-
tractor and government employee with the USN, I 
had the privilege of listening to many accounts by 
men and women about their adventures and experi-
ences serving our country.  While military people 
often share stories of their careers with their peers, 
 they frequently haven't told their experiences to 
their families.  
 
 Life Echoes would like to reach out to military 
men and women to help them memorialize their life 
histories for their children, grandchildren, and later 
generations. 
 
 Life Echoes has found a way to encourage and as-
sist military members in telling stories from their 
life. We use the latest technology to make it 
easy and fun. You don't need typewriters or com-
puters; we supply the technical equipment needed, 
and suggestions on how to organize. Our process 
helps you get past that difficult "getting started" 
hurdle. 
 
I would appreciate your assistance in helping us 
reach military veterans to make them aware of Life 
Echoes and how we can help them tell their stories. 
I have attached a Word File that you can use in 
your newsletter or web site so that your colleagues 
will know about Life Echoes.  
 
We don't want our military families saying, too late, 
"If only I had asked Dad about his service to our 
country." We want to encourage those with military 
service to tell their stories NOW. 
 
 Louis P. Solomon 
(240) 403-7603 Home/Office  
(301) 613-5776 Cell 
Editor’s note: The file mentioned in this letter is at 
the back of this newsletter. 

Websites 
 I was just given a couple web sites about 
( Agent Orange).I would like too pass them 
along to you to check out. In an around about 
way my name came up & a shipmate by the 
name of Chuck Preston called me & we talked. 
I hope they help.   
  
vawatchdogtoday.org 
BlueWaterNavy.org   
 
John Kelly Bm3  67-69  
Walke Historian    
 
 
Note from Svobodas 
 
We both thank Eugene Hansen & his volunteers 
for the great job done on the 2010 reunion. 
 
In addition,  Walter & I wish to thank all the 
shipmates who came to our  aid while we were 
in need. We can’t thank all of you enough! Es-
pecially Lee Ciesinski and Ray Harves....
because we, of course would not have been  
able to get from the hotel to anything that was 
held outside the  hotel.  
 
Again, thanks for all the help 
 
Fondly, 
Walter & Mabel Svoboda 

2012 Reunion  from Alan Fear 
 
I just wanted you to know that I have been re-
ceiving information from the Phoenix and Tuc-
son CVB's along with some of the hotels.  It 
looks like we can get rates from $80 to $110 
per night if we schedule before October.  So I'm 
looking at the last week in September (keeping 
in mind the heat during that time of year) and 
maybe even a shorter reunion time (4 instead of 
5 days) to try and keep costs down.  Both areas 
look good, but I'm leaning toward Tucson.  
Maybe you have some suggestions.  Anyway, 
this is just a note to let you all know that things 
are starting to "pop" for 2012.  There are no 
barnacles growing on this ole steamer. 
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OPERATION WIGWAM-Could You Have A 
Radiation Claim? 
 
In the last newsletter, I asked for stories from 
shipmates who were on board May 14, 1955 
when The Walke participated in Operation 
Wigwam. I did receive some stories but not 
much from Wigwam participants. Thanks to 
those who responded in any way.  
 
Operation Wigwam involved a single test of 
the Mark  90 Betty Nuclear Bomb. It was 
conducted on May 14, 1955, about 500 miles 
southwest of  San Diego. 6,800 personnel 
aboard 30 ships were involved in Wigwam. 
The purpose of Wigwam was to determine the 
vulnerability of submarines to deeply-
detonated nuclear weapons, and to evaluate the 
feasibility of using such weapons in a combat 
situation. The task force commander, Admiral 
John Sylvester, was embarked on the task force  
flagship USS Mount McKinley AGC7. 
 
For many years all personnel involved were 
sworn to secrecy about the test, however that 
ban has been lifted now and you are free to 
discuss and file claims for compensation or 
pension. We have done a lot of research on 
this, have talked with various VA and DAV 
representatives and there is some hope for 
help. Much that I've read suggests that you 
should file with your DAV representative at 
your VA hospital. We've done that and have 
received a letter acknowledging receipt of the 
application. That's where we are at the present 
time. Our DAV rep seemed confident Billy 
would be able to get SOME compensation. 
We'll see. 
 
What health conditions are we talking about? 
Any kind of cancer, skin disorders, or anything 
that you have no answers for such as heredity. 
So many conditions have been mentioned 
including changes in your DNA. This would 
mean your children could also suffer from the 
results of the radiation. 
 
We're going to open up our lives here for you 

and list some of the occurrences in our own lives. 
 
Billy has had several melanomas removed and, on 
each of his at least twice yearly visits to the 
dermatologist he has 5-10 moles/pre-cancerous/
spots removed from his body. He has a psoriasis-
like skin condition. In 1997 he suffered a heart 
attach and had open heart surgery resulting from 
Coronary Artery Disease, he has since had 3 stents. 
At the age of 60 he was forced into retirement on 
disability due to depression/nervous condition. He 
has less than half normal hearing and has suffered 
from anemia periodically. 
 
I have found some information about  the danger of 
Ionizing Radiation to the heart and heart vessels. 
Most refer to the damage done to the inside of the 
blood vessels and how later in life the plaque 
attaches to the vessel because the natural resistance 
to such build-up has been damaged by the  
radiation. Even people with hereditary vascular 
problems are at increased risk. I have not yet done 
extensive research on this. 
 
In addition to the above, we're now wondering 
about our children. If the DNA can be altered, then 
just maybe that explains our 3rd child being born 
with Microcephaly (mental retardation), our oldest 
daughter's first child lived only 3 days after birth, 
her 2nd child has never been diagnosed but her 
learning abilities are borderline. Our 4th child's 
only son has Aspergers Syndrome. AND several 
years ago, our oldest daughter lost all her hair for a 
duration of 8 years and it's now happening again.  
 
Maybe not because of DNA alteration, but maybe 
lingering effects of radiation, our 2nd  child, a son, 
at the age of approximately 50 suffered from 
lymphoma. 
 
These are the kinds of things I wanted to bring 
together. But above all, if you were involved in 
Wigwam, please file a claim with your DAV rep. 
Most say VA will not help you though I'm sure this 
can't always be the case. Without claims, nothing 
will be done. If you were there, our rep said you 
should file a claim.  I realize that some of you have  
                                                continued…….. 
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……...Wigwam 
 
been told they can't locate your records. Maybe 
this has changed. When Billy filed his claim, the 
rep, found him in about 1 minute and showed him 
where his ship was located in the test.   
 
There is now a special committee headquartered in 
Mississippi which only works with radiation 
claims. File your claim with your DAV rep. 
 
Billy & Jean Walker 

 
 

Serving the Walke Association 
Interview by Judy Henderson 
 
 
Richard Williamson is Walke's Secretary/Treasurer, communicator, 
researcher, consultant, website manager and all around good guy. He keeps 
the Walke Association together. Mary Lou is his sidekick, his wife of 47 
years, and the mother of their four children. Richard was born may 1, 1934 
in Kimberly Wisconsin, one of six children. In high school, he chaired a 

homecoming float committee and was senior class president. After graduation, the navy was next 
on his agenda. When boot camp was completed, he attended Machinery Repair School in San 
Diego. He then boarded the Walke and remained there until discharged in 1957. While aboard, he 
earned the rank of MR2. 
 
At age twelve Richard began working in the greenhouse-floral business. He continued this work 
after his naval discharge, also doing grounds maintenance. His next twenty eight years were spent 
at a Kimberly Clark Paper Mill where he became supervisor of maintenance. Side jobs included 
grounds keeping and silk and wood fiber floral arrangements. In his spare time, along with family 
and friends, he built the family 2000 sq.ft. Home in Little Chute, Wisconsin. 
 
Health problems sent Richard to doctors and neurologists who diagnosed him with Lou Gehrig's 
Disease (ALS) and Peripheral Neuropathy. He was told to get his affairs in order and expect to be 
in a wheelchair in three to six months. His life expectancy was three to five years. This was 
seventeen years ago. Richard has a lot to live for so he became a researcher and a man of 
determination. He began a routine of ginseng, vitamins and supplements, carefully documenting 
all results. While Richard says his routine may not help everyone, it cannot hurt either. Richard 
mentors many ALS and PN patients via the Internet and he speaks to groups. He can be reached at 
rwilliamson@new.rr.com. Today he feels better than he did  thirteen years ago with a slow 
progression of the disease. He says, “To fight any disease: a good positive, emotional, spiritual 
and healthy attitude is part of what you need.”                                 continued….. 
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Richard Williamson continued…… 
 
The Walke Association is a mission for Richard 
with communication as the key word. He keeps in 
touch with all military publications and Websites, 
always seeking new ideas to improve the Walke 
Association. He e-mails and phones shipmates, 
especially those who have not attended a reunion 
for a while. He tries to reply to emails within 24 
hours BUT the subject line must read WALKE.  
His first reunion was in 1999 and he has been a 
regular since that time. The Williamsons and Herb 
Carlson hosted the Green Bay reunion. In 2004 
Richard told Mary Lou that he was taking the 
Walke's sec/treas job for two years. He has set up a 
Website (his kids helped). It has been opened more 
than 25,863 times, and averages 107 hits daily.  
The Website address is usswalke.org. 
 
Mary Lou Mows the lawn and is Richard's driver 
while he rides shotgun and mans the GPS. They 
visit friends before and after reunions, enjoying 
their travel experience to the hilt. In March of 
2011, they will spend a month in Orange Beach, 
Alabama. 
 
When they return home to Little Chute, their six 
grandchildren will welcome them. Mary Lou will 
probably mow the lawn before hitting the golf 
course (she has made TWO holes-in-one) and get 
to work on her next Walke Silent Auction craft 
item. The Williamson's plant a large flower garden 
with three tomato plants. Richard will make floral 
arrangements, play golf, attend support groups and 
search the Internet for health solutions to help 
others and for ideas to make the Walke 
Association the best it can be.  
 
Our hats are off to Richard Williamson, a man of 
many talents. He is a man of caring, sharing and 
dedication. In the spirit of communication, let's all 
reach out and contact a fellow sailor to attend the 
reunion in Branson. 
  
Editors note: Yes, Richard was aboard the Walke 
on May 14, 1955 when she participated in Opera-
tion Wigwam. 

…..changes continued 
 
Phone # Change:  
 
Clifford Cady EN3 54-55       319-378-3215 
 
Harvey Bass  cell phone: 406-529-0256 
Al Fear  Cell: 417-234-3580 
 
New Members  
 
Don Dunn 
1403 S.E. 167th Ave. 
Portland, OR   97233           
SHLSN 56-59  
1-503-761-0965 
 
 
Don Sefna 
1215 East Gidden Ave 
Tampa, FL  33603         code 34299 
SN  56-59 
 
 
 
 
E-mail: address change: 
John Garrett             bmwduck@live.com 
Howard Kerr            hkerr1135@jcwifi.com 
Doug Starr               d-starr@tamu.edu 
Clarence E. White    maxwhitey@windstream.
net 
Ronald Tarbow         ritarbox@email.com 
Jack Flikeid              jrflik@aol.com 
John Henderson       jandjhenderson@att.net 
Larry McKinley       esther_mckinley@hotmail.
com 
Charles Copp            barbaracopp@yahoo.com 


